Federal Travel FAQs

1.
Q: What is a non-contract carrier, and how do I obtain authorization to use one?

Answer: A non-contract carrier is an airline that does not have a contract with the government. Federal employees can use non-contract carriers and reservations must be booked through Omega World Travel. To receive authorization for a non-contract carrier, include a justification on your travel request form and the SREA Office will note your justification on your federal travel authorization. Omega World Travel will accept the justification, and will process your order. 
2.
Q: I found a plane ticket online and it is reasonably priced. May I buy a ticket on my own and get reimbursed?

A: If you are a federal traveler you must book your ticket through Omega World Travel. If you are a non-federal traveler and you book your ticket online you will be reimbursed for your ticket up to what it would have cost to book your ticket through World Travel Service.

3.
Q: I am planning to attend a scientific conference overseas. How much annual leave may I take in conjunction with official government travel?

A: You may take 2 days of annual leave per trip and three trips per year. You may not exceed 6 days of AL per fiscal year.

4.
Q: Does a federal reviewer have to fill out an ACH banking form if he/she will participate in only one peer meeting ever? 


A: Yes. (But for non-feds--- If we can get a written confirmation from the SRO 
that a non-federal reviewer will not participate in another study section, we may 
reimburse him/her through an exception.) 

5. Q: Can I rent a car?


Car rentals must be approved by your IRG Chief and Division Director with a  
 
justification as to why a rental is necessary.  
